As the week drew to a close, 
the attorneys in the Evin Lap- 
pas murder trial completed 
their selection of a jury, and 
then went almost immediately 
into a closed-court conference 
with Superior Judge Verne Sum¬ 
mers - a conference that barred 
reporters. They later explained 
that they were having "a dis¬ 
cussion about evidence and pro¬ 
cedures . " 

Lappas , meanwhile , was returned 
to the cell in the county jail 
that she has occupied since 
she was charged with shooting 
her step-father last October. 

The dead man is Al Durney who 
was shot several times in the 
mobile home he shared with his 
r ^ wife - and , sometimes, Lappas 
A ~ on Bishop's Barlow Lane. 

fy) Little information about the 
I v shooting, or its causes, has 
been officially released J but 
questions asked of some of the 
4 jurors implied the possibility 
^ of a sexual assault by Durney 
w on the defendant, the mother of 
(two. 

J3 § During her stint in county jail, 
the 27-year-old Lappas suffered 
^ continuous seizures. And on Fri- 
p^ ai d morning the local rescue 
I JO yy^unit was called again to treat 
| another one, but she appeared in 

court . 

And someone else appeared in the 
A Cont. F. 2 
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SPRING! 

A photo 
report by 
Jim Smith 
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If "redlining" is outlawed, Inyo will pay more. P. 3 


HAT MANY OF THE COUNTY'S RESI- 
douts will be paying much hitl¬ 
er water bills is a Tact well- 
known though not eagerly accepted. 
The greater problem now is when? 

With the arrival of what ap¬ 
pears to be spring, some Inyoans 
are planning gardens, or would like 
to, and the matter of water and 
what it ’will cost is a factor of 
planning. The new meters are in, 
about as welcome as the return of 
freezing weather might be, but DWP 
has so far been less than clear on 
when the bills will come and what 
they will amount to. 

What's happening? 

At Los Angeles, DWP'S gener¬ 
al manager, Paul Lane, said that 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2) 
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Lappas defense team members Dean Stout and Carla Caruso 

"Following a line of silence already well-established." 


Photo: 

Benett Kessler 


LAPPAS TRIAL, Continued 

courtroom - apparently a new 
addition to the defense team. 
She is Carla Caruso, 26, who 
says she recently passed the 
California Bar exam, but is 
not yet sworn as an "at tor- 
" She last resided in 
Alaska, but lives now with 
her parents in Bishop. Fol¬ 
lowing closely the line of 
silence already well-es tab - 
ished in the case, she said 
"We've decided not to com¬ 
ment on the case until 
it's over. I don't want 
to talk about it, be¬ 
cause it might bias the 
jury. " Caruso declined e- 
ven to name the law 
school she attended. 
Testimony was expect¬ 
ed to get underway 
Nearly this week - to 
answer perhaps quest¬ 
ions long unanswered. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

"recommendations" have been made about the 
billingo But he also declined to state what 
those recommendations are and further declin¬ 
ed to set DWP's definite billing date. He im¬ 
plied that the new, higher water bills may 
arrive as early as June, as late as autumn. 

But Ihe talk with the assistant manager 
was not all bad news. He said that the water 
and power commissioners have approved a plan 
to pass on some of DWP’s Proposition 13 tax 
savings to a number of DWP renters in Inyo, 
with credits going to business and government 
lessees. 

That bit of "good news" was met with 
guarded acceptance and even sarcasm by the 
Inyo Board of Supervisors last week. Asked if 
they were not glad to hear about the reduct¬ 
ion, Supervisor Richard McDonald replied caus¬ 
tically: "Ecstatic," he said. "And how much 
of a tax break did the DWP get?" The answer: 
about $2 million worth in Inyo. 


THEY FINALLY DID IT; The supervisors finally 
dumped - after week's of haggling over it - 
the county's "park fees" ordinance, a law 
that in recent years has collected thousands 
of dollars from builders and developers on 
the implied promise of parks for their areas. 
No parks sprung up anywhere, not one, and 
recently some of the payers of the fees rais¬ 
ed a howl. Now the problem is nhat to do with 
those fees already colicted? The fund amounts 
to about $U0,000 that.was collected from dev¬ 
elopers who passed the cost on to buyers. If 
the money is returned, who will get it - and 
how much interest should be paid on it? 


THE PREDATORS, coyotes, snakes - all the var¬ 
mints that might go for birds and birds' eggs 
- are probably already stalking Negit Island 
at Mono Lake. The island is now no longer an 
"island," thanks to the drain-off of waters 
that once fed the huge lake, and the land- 
bridge from the north shore presents defin¬ 
ite hazards for nesting gulls who fly there 
in the spring to create the second largest 


gull rookery in the world. Last year, the Nat¬ 
ional G u ard, working at the urging of conserv¬ 
ation groups, blasted the land bridge that in 
effect turned the island into a peninsula. 

But the waters have receded further and the 
gulls nest once again in vulnerable access of 
the predators. And once again, they'll blast 
a channel - at taxpayers' expense. The real 
varmint in the Mono Lake struggle - the Dep¬ 
artment of Water and Power - admits that Mono 
Lake is "a problem," but so far has made no ef¬ 
fort to stop diverting water to the aqueduct. 
DWP has shown itself sensitive to all the neg¬ 
ative publicity, however, and was again grop¬ 
ing for cheap solutions that would place the 
burden - and the blame, if possible - else¬ 
where. DWP's proposal now would be to let more 
water into Mono Lake - and make up the differ¬ 
ence by pumping more groundwater from the Ow¬ 
ens V a lley. Such a strategy, if adopted, would 
pit Inyo County against Mono County with blame 
for the gull situation falling on Inyo if the 
gulls weren't saved. DWP would like nothing 
more - but the locals weren't buying it. Mean¬ 
while as the political and media battle con¬ 
tinues, water meant by nature for Mono was go¬ 
ing as usual down the aqueduct, DTP continued 
its recalcitrance, the birds were nesting - 
and the coyotes of the four-legged kind were 
licking their chops. 


A MacDONALD'S REPRESENTATIVE OFFERED THE COUNTY 
a $100,000 worth of extended sewer system as 
a gift if the county would only give its okay 
for the Big Mac to move into Bishop. But if 
MacDonald's was wanting to serve up some Big 
Macs, some Bishop restaurant owners were try¬ 
ing to throw in a side of sour grapes; "The 
town," says one fast-food service operator, 
"isn't big enough to handle another food out¬ 
let." That was the word from George Hitchborn 
who for years has operated the Main Street 
"Foster's Freeze." And indeed his fears may 
have some justification: Word has it that the 
recently-opened Burger King is less than hap¬ 
py with its volume of customers, that receipts 
are considerably below Burger King's early 
projections. If the other restaurant owners are 

(See NEWS BRIEFS on Page 13) 
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CAR 

INSURANCE 
IN INYO: 

IT MAY 
INCREASE 
BY 30% 

A state move 
to eliminate 
rate "territor¬ 
ies" would be 
more just for 
some, but more 
costly for 
others. 



Fiery collision near Bishop 

"Colliding with each other if not with us...They don't figure." 


W HEN SOME ALREADY-IMPOVERISHED DRIVERS 
Living in the shabbier areas of Los 
Angeles discovered some months ago 
that they were paying up to two and three 
times more than their more affluent brethren 
for car insurance, they organized, more or 
less, and - perhaps justifiably - set up a 
clamor. It then came out that California's in- 
surors, like many of the state’s other finan¬ 
cial institutions, had been "redlining" - set¬ 
ting their rates according to the neighbor¬ 
hoods that the insurance applicants (like the 
loan applicants) lived in. The entire state 
had been carved up into "territories" or 
zones roughly divided by traffic accident 
statistics. The implication is that people 
living in "better" areas tend to have fewer 
collisions, thefts, fires, etc., than their 
less fortunate fellow freeway-sufferers. 

In the past week another hearing was 
held in Los Angeles (The L.A. legislators 
had been crying "Unfair!") as the slightly 
embarrassed and sometimes angry insurance 
company representatives and the liberally-in¬ 
clined legislators attempted to work out some 
sort of equitable arrangement of payments for 
all Californians. Contacted by a News-Letter 
reporter, the Department of insurance's Jorge 
Sandoval was asked what effect, if any, this 
issue may have on Inyo County's drivers. For 
these, it seems, there is good news and bad 
news! It is more fair for all, but it costs. 

Said S a ndoval: "The hearings are a fact- 
finding mission. When the hearings are com¬ 
plete, the testimony will be turned over to 
the Department of Insurance Commissioners.If 
changes in the rate structuring require leg¬ 
islation, then that's what the D of I will do." 

Those "changes" could cost Inyo drivers 
up to 30 % more in car insurance premium pay¬ 
ments. A proposed bill to wipe out"redlining" 
died last w'eek. A similar bill is to appear 
in the assembly in the future. A bill that 
would equalize rates statewide. Under the"red- 
lining" system extant, Inyo County enjoys one 
of the best "territories," called by the in- 
surors a "Number Two" district, that is an 
area that pays next to the lowest. In spite 
of the highway mishaps here (now on the in¬ 
crease) caused as often as not by hard-driv¬ 
ing southlanders, the locals are relatively 
"good" or "careful" drivers. Also going into 


the insurance companies' computers is the 
fact that this area has few car thefts. The 
drivers in more "dangerous" areas are carry 
ing the load for we who live in "safe" areas. 

Should equalization occur - as it most 
likely will - rates could be based on indiv¬ 
idual driving records (A lot of people have 
mistakenly believed this was the system all a- 
long), and on the basis of sex (Probably an¬ 
other controversy looms on that one), age, 
marital status, etc. The actuarial records, 
all highly computerized, seldom lie - at least 
not much - and the insurance companies must 
go by what these indicate. Face it, some dri¬ 
vers in whatever neighborhood are better dri¬ 
vers than others, although each and every car 
owner sincerely feels and will sometimes ang¬ 
rily defend the idea that he alone and per¬ 
haps above all others is a paragon of talent 
and virtue behind the wheel. 

Not so, say the statistics. Age, sex, 
and marital status (Why is a married man some¬ 
how a better risk than an unmarried one?) do 
indeed indicate wide variations in what is 
likely to happen on the highway. 

As for all those high premium southern 
Californians who traverse Inyo's highways and 
byways - often colliding with each other if 
not with us - they do not figure in Inyo's 
rates. News-Letter contacted Marcus Ramsey, 
chief of the rate regulation division of the 
Department of Insurance, and it was he who 
reported that Inyo has the "second lowest" 
rating in-the state. Re said the southland 
drivers who run up our statistics are s till 
weighed in the insurance company computers 
according to where they live and are insured 
rather than by where they run into each other. 

As for the possible changes in Inyo's 
rates if "equalization" occurs, Ramsey was 
pretty definite: "Might increase is not the 
word," he said. "Absolutely." 

And if news of higher rates or the ve¬ 
ry real probability of them raises the ire of 
the county's "good" drivers, they may have 
some small recourse: letters or calls to the 
Department of Insurance at Sacramento. 

For all the important local and area news 
every day through the week, tune in to 
Benett Kessler and Bob Wellman at 7:05, 

8:05, 12:05, and 5:05 on KI0Q-FM 100.... 
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New 14-lot subdivision 


Let Hubbard 

design and build 
your custom home. 


Now Leasing..- 

professional office space 
162 East Line St. 




tjJobctJtd. 

— f A i * rf term - 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
CUSTOM BUILT HOMES 


873-7141 


RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL 


CALIF BL. 1.IC It 316001 


INYO' PROPERTIES... 

I •<£> 



1- Historic, two story home in center of 
Lone Pine..with two rentals., priced 
to sel1.. .call us today. 

2- Highway frontage in Cartago...six lots. 


Locally owned and operated... 

Located at south side of Dow Villa Motel , 
opposite the swimming pool. 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN broker 
PAT ROBERTS associate 





Bishop’s finest foods and spirits • Imports » 3100 West Line Street 


BASKETS 

FROM CHINA, MEXICO, 

THE PHILIPPINES 


.. .Colorful, sturdy, 
useful and decorative, 
hand-made by talented 
artisans and specially 
selected for "The Wine 
Barrel " gift department. 
...And how about a basket 
of fine wine or fruit? 
They make great gifts • 


(And why not a " permanent n 
family Easter Basket?) 


YOU'LL FIND THEM AT THE... 


COMPLETE DELI: 
WINES AND SPIRITS, 
GOURMET FOODS, 
IMPORTS 
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WED.-TUES. MAR. 7-13: 


‘fVSRV 

Which Way 
Buy Loose’ 

an\ A MALPASO COMPANY FILM /wk 
S'iSj Distributed by WARnE ft BROS 

riAR, 14-17 

LATE GREAT 
PLANET EARTH, 
MESSAGE FROM SPACE 


OUTLAW 


... an army of one. 


jPGl’®' Panavision® Color by Deluxe® 
Distributed by Warner Bros. 

A Warner Communications Company 1 




iusmi 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 



SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 


Rendon QTurniture 


l^lphohterij Company 


IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop , Mono Chambers of Commerce 



79 vans 


Complete paint and 
body shop 


Automotive service as 
good as you can get! 


mmmmm 


CHEVETTE • CORVETTE . WAGONS • R V ’S 


CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • G 


.before you buy! 


Check here.. 


J935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876-5551 


Now under new ownership! 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



REAL SERVICE 




• TUNE-UPS 



• BRAKES 


TOWING 

• EXPERT LUBRICATION 


24-Hour 

• TIRE REPAIRS 


Emergency 
Ro»d Service 

• TIRES • BATTERIES 

Comvlete overhaul service 


DUNCAN’ 


^ - 878-2112 

Shell 

South end of town, Hwy. 395, Independence 





RIBS,CHICKEN, BEEF... 
GOOD! TRY 'EM! 

Take some home for dinner - Tonight! 


187 

South 

Main 


CATERING/872-5535 


KODAK Color Enlargements 

Order three, 
one is free’ 


Beautiful KODAK Color 
Enlargements from your 
favorite snapshots, 
instant prints, color 
slides, or KODACOLOR 
Negatives make great 
gifts, or decorative 
accents for your home or 
office. 

And now is the time to 
order them. You pay for 
only two. The third 
one is free! 

Bring this coupon to our 
store for complete details 
but hurry, this special 
offer ends March 14 





Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

(714) 872-4211 


Your response has been TERRIFIC.... 

So we’re continuing our big mid-winter 





and Men’s and women's WOOLRICH SHIRTS 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

“TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 
"BANANA" 

and ALPS SWEATERS 
Save on these mid-winter discounts 

Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crowds and 


the long lines: SKI RENTALS 


(714) 873-5070 O/L IRJL and <Sfwzt e£ko/zfis 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514- 
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Eaton update: 

From the sweats, a voice of sharing 










. 
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At her Independence studio, author Evelyn Eaton talks about books ana philosophy 

"...like Lazarus having to go back to the office..." 

V 7>W SHE IS 76, a prolific though not overly-famous author, and still writing. Last 
\ year when she was in the hospital, she was convinced she was going to die, but de¬ 
cided instead to write another book. "It was like Lazarus having to go back to the 
\ office," she said recently, before taking off in a pickup and camper for a cross- 
w country tour of speaking engagements and book-promotion appearances. An Indian ac¬ 
quaintance (Apparently she has a lot of these) told her "They don't want you in the Happy 
Hunting Ground; you're a troublemaker." 

So anyway she wrote the book: I Send A Voice. It concerns Indian mysticism. 

"Since 1965>, I've looked into the Indian way," she says. She herself is clearly an "An¬ 
glo," but she explains "I wanted to create a bridge of understanding between people and races 
in my book - to have people share first-hand experiences." In that effort, she has succeeded, 
more or less, since her first-published book, a work of poetry, when she was 19 • Actually, 
her work was published before even that - a poem published at 
eight years old. "Our cook sent my poem to the Montreal Star, 
a newspaper. To the dismay of my father it was published." He 
was a major in the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery. 

If "life experience" is the stock in trade of the writ- 


lijf v i 


er, Eaton has had long looks at large slices of life<> Among 
other experiences was a stint as a war correspondent in World 
War II. Coverage of that conflict took her to 20 countries. 

If her works refJect a philosophy of peace and harmony, 
how then does she react to the highly competitive world of pub¬ 
lishing? "I left that rat race. That's not what I was win.ting 
for...The whole thing about writing; it's worship. A prayer 
goes into your work..." 

Last week, ignoring if not flaunting her mid-'70's age, 
she was tooling around the country in the camper. At mid-week 
she was heading for Houston after lectures in Oklahoma, Dallas 
and points in the Bible Belt, pushing her book and her philo¬ 
sophies. She will wind up the tour in April to return to Ind¬ 
ependence where she shares a home with Concert Pianist Iren 
Marik. With her on the trip is neighbor-confidante Edith New- 
combi Her book profits go to Amer-Indian and Tibetan causes. 
Page 8 
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"Some say I'm making money out 
of the Indians...I'm not tak¬ 
ing a cent ...." 










How to smoke without guilt-Ha book review by Jim Smith 

fO> ‘^17’ 


I Send A Voice 

by Evelyn Eaton 
Illustrations by Naroa Sc tor 
Quest Books ; 178 pages 

As time passes 1 become more and more 
convinced that there are no "accidents" in 
this life - only our inability to detect the 
connections. And so it is with this... 

A few days ago Ms. Evelyn Eaton was one 
of those "it rings a bell" names of my New 
York cocktail party vocabulary. Today, after 
reading her recent send.-autobiographical 
book, "I Send A Voice," I feel in some ways 
as knowledgeable about her as if we were in¬ 
timate friends, or kin. And so we are, but 
in a way best understood by reading the book 
yourself. 

At any rate, being new to and relative¬ 
ly unfamiliar with the Owens Valley, I was 
at first apprehensive about reviewing a book 
both by and for, also about residents of 
this place - for obvious reasons. But to me 
it seems that the "coincidences" (or "acci¬ 
dents") of life of which I have spoken ear¬ 
lier, had other ideas. 

As I read I found that Ms. Eaton ar¬ 
rived here in 1965> with an old jalopy and a 
loan of $600 on which she hoped to live for 
a year. She took up residence in an old min¬ 
er's shack and furnished it mostly from the 
dump. (I didn't talk to her; is this literal 
autobiography?) 

And it appears that her path of spir¬ 
itual enlightenment was, at least in part, 
what lead her here. She claims ancestral In¬ 


dian blood which has given her life a myst¬ 
ical bent toward the Red Man's path. 

I drove into Independence some weeks 
ago in my old jalopy with furnishings salv¬ 
aged from New York City streets in tow, and 
I moved into what appears to be an old min¬ 
er's shack. Adjusted for inflation, ray fin¬ 
ancial outlook for the year is nearly as grim 
as I'm sure Ms. Eaton's seemed 16 years ago. 
I too followed "a path" here. And, likewise, 
I claim Indian blood which has always given 
me a mystical bent toward the Red M a n'sways. 

"If it is true that history repeats 
itself there must be something in this for 
me," I said to myself, or, as Ms. Eat- ut. 
on would say, "The grandfathers had ■ * 
their hands in this." 

Anyway.„. 


"I Send A Voice" relates 
the events and initiations leading up" 
to Ms. Eaton's acceptance as a "pipe woman" 
- a devotee to the mystical way of the nat¬ 
ive inhabitants of "Turtle Island," as North 
America is called by them. And whether or 
not you beliove the fantastic events that 
weave the narrative from beginning to end,- 
like Castaneda's tales of apprenticeship to 
the Yaqui. sorcerer, Don Juan — there remains 
some strong stuff to deal with. Eaton's in¬ 
tricate descriptions of the Paiute Sweat 
Lodge and other religious-healing cerencrdes, 
sheds light on Indian thought and medicine, 
raising the esteem the red man rightly de¬ 
serves for his effort to insure cultural 

(See REVIEW continued on P. 12) 


"That's not what I was writing 
for; the thing about writing.. 
....is worship ...." 


"...A prayer goes into your 
work. It 's not for money or 
for success. ■.. " 


"Otherwise , you would never 
help anyone.... " 
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And now, 
another 
new book.. 


TO THESE VOLUMES 
THE PROLIFIC EATON 

Al)uS her latest, 

"I SEND A VOICE" 


























discount 

to 20 

Q. What's A Discount 
To/20? 

A. It's a Homeowners 
Insurance credit program 
from Great American. 

If you now own or plan 
to own a home less than 
10 years old, you may 
qualify for a discount on 
your Homeowners insur¬ 
ance as high as 20%. Call 
or write for details — 
there is no obligation. 



People call me independent. 

They’re right. I am independent. 
An Independent Insurance Agent. 

Independent to choose the best 
policy for your car, home, business or 
life from a number of companies. And 
if there’s a problem, I’m here to help. 

I’m not like a good neighbor. I am 
your neighbor. 






R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insuranco 
124 N. Main, Lono Pino, California 
Phone 876*4 1 05 





SHARP 


SHARP ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
U.S. Subsidiary of Sharp Corporation 
OSAKA, JAPAN 


I 


ER-2531 

Versatile ECR for small-to-m»dium sized 
retailers features 2 departments, 36-break tax 
table calculation and dual display. 

• Automatic tax calculation with tax table with 
up to 36 breaks and tax rate, plus manual tax 
calculation and tax shift key. • Totals for cash, 
tax, gross sales, paid-out, void, void mode and 
cash-in-drawer. Up to 8 digits. •2 department 
totals with extra-large keys. • Receipt issuance 
ON/OFF switch and journal 

selective function. 

• Mode switch for pro¬ 
gramming print-out of 
date, consecutive 
number, machine 
number, tax table 
and tax rate. 

• Large, easy- 
to-read dual 
operator- and 
customer-side 

display. •One-month memory 
protection. • Automatic change calculation. 

!• Error alarm in case of mis-registration. 

• Repeat registration with count display. 


Complete 

Typewriter 

Repair 

Service 



$679.00 


Serving Tonopah & 

_ Vicinity twice a 

month 


"for Information 
on the entire line 
of Sharp Electronic 
Cash Registers” 

Bishop 

Typewriter 

(714)873-5773 


The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8:05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UP I world news... 


Complete 

coverage 

of 

Southern 

Inyo, 

too! 


(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


STEREO FM 100 


KIOQ/FM 

7m radio one hundred[ 
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good 
nutrition 

goodll^Sl 

9 °°ng^^ 
[they a 
begin with a' 
good diet] 

Personally selected organic vegetables 
and fruits. A wide selection of food 
supplements, health aids. Fresh fish, 
weekly.. .Tune in to the ’’Mother Earth 
News," at 8:25 a.m.. Radio KNYO (600). 

...Your well-being is our business... 

LONE PINE 
MOUNTAIN 
TRADING 
COMPANY 


123 
N. Main 
Lone Pine 
876-5671 


MEN'S 


HAIR STYLING 


BY JERRY 

n 


Specialist 
in the 
'natural' 
look... 




\Tues.j Thurs. 

Wed., Fri., Sat., 9-6 

APPOINTMENT: 


873-7204 


JERRY ARMSTRONG 

(FORMERLY OF MANHAHAN BEACH) 
EXPERIENCED IN MEN'S HAIR STYLING 


SINCE 1364 


314 W Line 
Bishop 


AT SIERRA STATION 

Across From City Hall 




FISHING CLOTHING 
boots 


JACKETS 


VESTS 


gloves I _ 

I TENNIS SHOES 


I NEv 


Get ready for the new season! See Lloyd s 
today for Red Winq Boots and shoes and 
for warm, long-wearing outdoor clothing! 


'2(/6ene Svery &ud tower 
'Secerned- a 'priCHcl'' 


...And listen for Lloyd's daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio, 600 AM 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 


In Inyo y home 
of the new 
'Western Look 


876-4371 


-ru? Seaton 

is OfJ! 
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REVIEW, Continued 

survival over the last century...an example, 

I might add, that we might follow in saving 
our own embattled culture from the onslaught 
of materialism, inflation and the rest of the 
mess we find ourselves forced to deal with 
locally and otherwise. For, as Wendell Berry 
aptly said it, "We are all Redskins n ow. 11 

Reading Eaton's account of the 
healing ceremonies one might conclude 
that the spiritualist healers of Man¬ 
ila and Brazil have little to offer 
that one can't find practically in 
his own back yard. Her experiences in 
Indian fasting lodges (in the Owens 
Valley and elsewhere), indicate strong¬ 
ly that the Indians may have been hun¬ 
dreds of years ahead of Dr. John Lil¬ 
ly and his sensory deprivation tankso 

There is ample indication here 
to suggest a second look at Indian 
therapeutic techniques, and likewise 
to suggest that maybe it's time we all 
took a more critical look at our own 
medical establishment. 

There are thoughts of dance and 

of death, of culture conflicts. Prog- _ 

ress, it seems, is not always uphill. "I Send 
A Voice” is not a book for everybody, but, 
paradoxically, as these things go, there is 
good reason for anyone who may read this re¬ 
view to also read the book. Although it is not 
"easy reading,” it is first of all well and 
interestingly written and is therefore enter¬ 
taining. Since it bears a message, it is also 
educational. When it is read through and set 
aside, it is not forgotten; because of this 


it is therefore not merely time just whiled a- 
way, and something of it will walk with you. 
Last, but most surely not least, it may unrav¬ 
el for the reader an unfamiliar facet of life 
in this intricate valley. 

Ms. Eaton makes the valley her home. The 
experiences she relates took place here. And 
these are not merely of the past; they happen 
now around us, unseen or unnoticed in 
our comings and goings in modern lifeo 
The reader might find in Eaton's 
experiences lessons profitably learned 
for one 's own improvement and under¬ 
standing of the underlying structures 
that connect all faith in God and thus 
unite all people. As already mentioned, 
it makes little difference whether one 
can or cannot accept Eaton's experienc¬ 
es; the point is that the message of the 
Christ consciousness was always and is 
now universal, by whatever faith or path 
towards its attainment. It was and is 
a lesson for all people, regardless of 
race or any other categorization. It is, 
simply stated, a lesson of universal 
love and understanding. The author's ex¬ 
periences as metaphor stand as a meas¬ 
ure of how well and how poorly this les¬ 


son has been learned and applied. It stands al¬ 
so as a measure of how far we have come as in¬ 
dividuals and as a world - and how far we have 
yet to go. For details, read the book. I heart¬ 
ily recommend it. - JS. 

(Reviewer Smith’s own work has appeared in 
TIME-LIFE books, Newsweek , Esquire , New Times, 
other national publications. Associated with 
News-Letter, he now headquarters in Inyo.) 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

unhappy, however, they are not getting much 
help - yet - from the board of supervisors 
who yet remain enchanted with the idea of a 
big new sewer link. It is an offer hard for 
them to refuse. But they may have some second 
thoughts; already, one of the supervisors, 
Wilma Muth, said for the record that chains 
such as MacDonald's tend to take money out of 
the county - leaving only their employees' 
salaries to go into the local economy. Argues 
Hxtchborn, who last week met with "about 5>0" 
other Bishop restaurant owners in a private 
meeting at Best Western Motel: "The county 
thinks it's great to have a sewer, but the on¬ 
ly money MacDonald's will leave is the salar¬ 
ies. The local population base is not build¬ 
ing; there is no housing. And another thing: 

If MacDonald's doesn't make it here, it's the 
franchisee who will suffer." In that. Hitch- 
born may be right on* The MacDonald's chain 
is having increasing troubles - and at least 
one major lawsuit - in dealing with its fran¬ 
chisees. The chain is reported to be "moving 
in" on its own franchise buyers to enlarge 
its "company-owned" outlets. Some operators 
complain that MacDonald's franchises are be¬ 
coming increasingly difficult to deal with, 
that the company foists upon them more and 
more demands for purchases - and control. As 
for the sewer offer, the supervisors are exp¬ 
ecting a recommendation from the Eastern Sier¬ 
ra Community Services District that would man¬ 
age it. Another complaint with chain operat¬ 
ions - according to some who attended last 
week's meeting - is that the big chains purch¬ 
ase nearly all their goods from large outlets 


while local wholesalers go begging. Another 
effect, regardless of philosophies about 
free competition lowering prices, the tend¬ 
ency is often the reverse: Sometimes merch¬ 
ants raise prices to compensate for lost vol¬ 
ume. Hitchborn said he took an informal sur¬ 
vey that showed a "12 to 19$" increase in 
prices since Burger King moved in. And what 
does the Bishop Chamber of Commerce have to 
say in the Big Mac issue? Denton Sonke, the 
chamber manager, allows as how "The chamber 
is not involved in repressing free enter¬ 
prise. Vfe discussed MacDonald's at board lev¬ 
el, and we feel there is no real danger. But 
how do you make a decision on who comes to 
town and who doesn't?" The word from County 
Administrator John K. Smith was much strong¬ 
er* "Guess who will make out like a burglar 
through it all: The Department of Water and 
Power." Why? DWP owns the land that would 
provide a sewer right-of-way. DWP will give 
it up - so long as the county doesn't as¬ 
sess them for the land; Just that much less 
taxes DWP will have to pay into county cof¬ 
fers. In scate of the alarums, however, it 
strongly is indicated that the Golden Arch¬ 
es will move in. It is, after all, a free 
and competitive world, and Mac's hopes to 
pick up about $20,000 per month out of it. 
Bishop's current "growth" pattern is not 
without its predictable headaches. Since 
the chain seems determined, to get its slice 
of the local market it may be as Supe rvisor 
Wilma Muth said: "Maybe we should just be 
happy they're willing to pay for the sewer." 
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with fashions 
just for you. . . 

. . .we’re open 
now. . . 
upstairs, in 
the new 
cottonwood 
plaza. 


785 N. Main, Suite E 
Bishop, Calif. 93514 
(714) 872-2111 
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It was a 
good week 
for a lot of 
fun things, 
but... 


It was a time for fishing,,. 

S pring is a season that makes promises 
only lightly kept . At least that's the 
case in Inyo . But feu here take ser¬ 
iously the rare weather enjoyed in the 
past glowing week; most people know, and 
the weather forecaster attests, that anoth¬ 
er cold spell is hound to follow . 

To had J too . For last week the fruit 
trees put out some buds and Inyoans know 
about that: the late freezej which very 
often strikes in April or even May, kills 
the fruit. 

But for the optimists, it was a week 




...FOR BLOOMING... 

The violet at left, and the tiny 
yellow flower (about 3/16") of a 
weed were photographed with a mac¬ 
ro lens and enlarged about 3 times. 


of happy promise and practically every¬ 
body shed their down jackets> cut back 
on the (very expensive) home heating sys¬ 
tems j and went outside for a sun experi¬ 
ence. It was a long, cold winter . 

News-Letter's Photographer Jim 
Smith found a spring beauty in the flow¬ 
ers shown here . With his repertoire of 
lens and enlargement tricks he magnified 
t biem many times , 

Of the weather itself, there are 
some strong doubts . Says Wally Kennedy, 
the lady at the weather bureau: r, It al¬ 
ways happens this way, unfortunately. It 
is not here to stdy . It's been above nor¬ 
mal, but it will swing the other way 
The forecast, roughly, is that the good 
weather may last ,r a few more days. rr 

For over-eager gardeners , there 
was a word of warning from Tim Kelley of 
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. ..AND POLLINATING, , , 










Bishop Nursery: "We usually have a frost a- 
round the first of May ...You can plant root 
stock now, potatoes, carrots, onions, turn¬ 
ips...and other plants can be started in¬ 
doors. But be careful. 

And in spring 's melody there were oth¬ 
er sour notes: the hum of mosquitoes. The 
county r s mosquito abatement program, hard 
hit by Prop 13, is headed by Mike Faisy who 
is already getting complaints. Says Faisy: 
"There ' s nothing we can do."It t s the same 
thing every year." 

But like a lover f s promise, a prom¬ 
ise of springtime after a hard winter is 
always nice to hear whether we believe it 
or not, or even if we f ve been stung before. 

And of course it r s always good for 
some pictures . 


, . .FOR TAKING 
CROSS-COUNTRY 
BIKE RIDES 

(and fixing 

FLAT BIKE TIRES) 


.,.WALKING... 


...FOR RESCUING 
FALLEN BIRDS 
FROM CATS... 


...GARDENING... ...AND JUST HORSING AROUND. 
























The Inyo County News-Tetter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's reader 
that publication of a letter on t}iis page does not necessarily imply that the editors ct- 
gree with its content, or that the editors 



SO WHERE WERE YOU WHEN WE NEEDED YOU?: 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SUPERVISORS ON BLM 
To Inyo Board of Supervisors 
(Copy to media) 

According to the article appearing in 
the Inyo Register of the Feb. 20 board meetr¬ 
ing, Supervisor McDonald said, "It almost ap¬ 
peared that Washington DC has made up its mind 
what to do, and that the little folks in the 
rural area aren't going to have any effective 
say." My comment! He is so right. 

Supervisor Muth: "The federal folks are 
just adding up numbers, and that little Inyo 
won't be able to come up with big numbers to 
match comments of those from big urban areas." 

Supervisor Johnson said he had "testif¬ 
ied at one BLM hearing and they didn't even 
take down my name." Tell us about itl 

You "folks" are just realizing what we 
"little folks" have known for a long time, and 
you wouldn't listen to us then. 

We became aware of public land closures, 
quite by accident, in 1972 when Mixon signed 
Executive Order ll61jii. Where were you? 

You suggested we write letters to our 
congressmen. We wrote letters and attended meet¬ 
ings here and in Riverside and Bakersfield. We 
attended a peaceful demonstration of ORV's in 
Riverside in 197U, about 3000 strong. Did we 
get any publicity? Any attention? No, because 
it was "peaceful." 

We saw about 5>00 letters from the envir¬ 
onmentalists urging congressman Ketchum to 
close the Sand Dunes. There were only about 3 
or L of ours. What happened to ours? Destroyed 
most likely. 

Ketchum complied with the demands of the 
environmentalists with a news release just 2 
weeks before we were reaching a decision to 
divide the Dunes, recommending that the Dunes 
"be closed immediately now and forever." And 
you supervisors agreed with Ketchum because 
it was the "political thing" to do 0 We have no 
one lobbying for us. 

The Executive Order U6UU wasn't quite 
strong enough to suit the environmentalists as 
they wanted All the land. So they went to work 
and pressured the law makers to pass the "En¬ 
dangered Species Act of 1973." This gave them 
the opportunity to go out and find all those 
so-called unique plants to protect - and the 
bugs and beetles. This really gave them clout. 

Eventually, all the land will be closed, 
which is their goal. 

The BLM and Forest Service were always 
giving lip service as to wanting public input 
when in fact I know personally they did not, 
and still don't. 

They begrudgingly allowed me to attend 
all the meetings when the first Inter-Agency 
was set up in Bishop. Where were supervisors 
then? 

Their representatives were hand-picked. 
There were 8 openings on this committee and I 
asked to represent one. No way. In fact, I was 
told I was not wanted. I would be most happy to 
tell who this person is. 
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guarantee accuracy of the letter. 


At one of these meetings - either Dec., 
1975, or Jan., 1976, chairman Ed Waldapfel of 
the Forest Service distributed copies of what 
he said was Executive Order ll6iiL. On examin¬ 
ing them we discovered they had been altered. 

I personally wrote and sent copies to Ketchum, 
to ORV officials, to federal judges, Dwayne 
Keyes in Fresno, to the U.S. Department of the 
Interior in San Francisco, Ralph G. MLhan, and 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture in San 
Francisco, Wilbur Jennings. Nobody would touch 
it. Kept passing the buck. Ed Waldapfel was 
shipped off to Northern California, and Ever¬ 
ett Towle left shortly after for Washington 
DC. I would be happy to show you these copies, 
if ycu are interested - of which I doubt. 

And you have the audacity to say to 
write letters. I ask you, who listens? What 
good does it do? As Supervisor McDonald said, 
their minds are already made up. 

There is only one way this land closure 
can be stopped and that is to have your law 
makers rescind these laws they have passed. 
What chance do you think you have there? 

Need I say more? I might add to refresh 
your memories that you surely are aware of 
the sad state of affairs the economy of our 
country is in and the main reason being that 
we are importing more goods than we are ex¬ 
porting, If all the land is closed to explor¬ 
ation of oil, minerals, etc., then the only 
alternative is to import all these goods. So, 
who is the loser? 

I say more power to you if you want to 
take on the U.S. Government. 


- Hheba Montrose 
Bishop 



Retired county school superintendent Mel 
Bernasconi 's "resolution of commendation" 
arrived recently from Senator Walter Stiern 
and it was presented by the board of sup¬ 
ervisors who offered their own congratula¬ 
tions. And what is the long-time superin¬ 
tendent doing in retirement? "Loafing." 




















- zJVotes Bronx B. K? - 

RUMOR CONFIRMED: That some of the original backers in the Ponderosa develop¬ 
ment (motel, bowling alley, condominium, etc#) at Bishop had backed out for 
reasons as yet unspeci.fied but strongly indicating some behind-the-scenes 
controversy in the plan. One of the remaining promoters of the development 
firm, Merton Pond, told the Bishop City Council recently that the group had 
"reorganized" to build the new condo. Verified last week: that the "reorgan¬ 
ization" excluded Radio Station Owner Frank Qxarart (KIBS) and his Station 
Manager John Young. "We 're out, definitely," said Young, but declined to say 
why for the record. Qxarart and Young had been two of the big pushers for tie 
project and it is they who released the first news about it 0 They had held some high hopes. 

-SHHf- 

ALREADY BOOKED FOR A BISHOP APPEARANCE NEXT YEAR: The Los Angeles Opera Company. That»s the 
word irom Ellen Majors, new president of the Bishop Community Concerts Association. As planned 
the opera company will perform (We're not sure how) on the stage of the high school auditor¬ 
ium, which is kind of like hearing otherwise good music inside a giant Cheerios box. Acoust¬ 
ics or not, however, the association is doing its best, (The city auditorium is worse: That 
place is like the inside of a wash tubi) and has begun a new membership drive that will get 
underway in May. Meanwhile, the association is staging its last program of this season, a 
presentation of the California Boys Choir (Good reviews all over) in Aprilo 

*** 

AND WHILE WE'RE INTO THE CULTURE KICK, we'll call some attention (For some inexplicable rea¬ 
son she’s never had very much coverage in the local media) to the upcoming concert by Pian¬ 
ist Iren Marik at her home at Independence. That's set for April 20. Marik, still adroit and 
powerful with her concert grand piano, will play Brahms, Schubort, Debussy and Chopin. She 
is in her 70's. 



REMEMBER THAT INNOCENT LITTLE PRESS RELEASE OF A FEW MONTHS AGO? - The one about the appar¬ 
ently negligible increase that the power company will be tacking onto your light bill? The 
one that was supposed to lighten the load for the "average" homeowner and soak it to the 
big industrial users? So who' 3 kidding who? Take a look at your power bill. More on that on 
other pages in this week's N-L. Pity now the home-owners who bought the big DWP pitch about 
"all-electric" homes some years back. The facts show that since 1969 electric bills have in¬ 
creased by 180$ while gas bills have gone up only $5 %,...strong evidence that some strong 
regulatory control, maybe from PUC, is now getting to be an absolute necessity. And it is 
possible to do something about it: Floods of letters to the city council at L.A., the state 
assemblyman and state senator, and to the Public Utilities Commission itselfo ^eep the pres¬ 
sure on before DWP breaks us all. 

-a-** 

MEANWHILE, WE HAVE TORD THAT A NUMBER OF DWP EXECS (Highest paid "city" executives in L.A.) 
have recently been given increased expense accounts - and some jazzy new autos. 

IF THE FEDERAL, GOVERNMENT IS NOT MAKING A LAND GRAB, then why is Uncle Sugar going into the 
hotel and restaurant (and bar, we might add) business in Death Valley? - And elsewhere? The 
feds recently bought Stovepipe Wells, and now we hear that at Yosemite, they've bought a 
hotel. Holders of other private properties in several national parks (Land and businesses 
that have operated for years), have been notified to sell out or face condemnation proceed¬ 
ings. The feds have about $2 billion to spend for such purchases. Land, as the feds well 
know, is power. More powerful even than the vote sometimes. 

Hit* 

I'M STILL SHUDDERING. Just viewed (on Channel 5) the product:.on of Scared Straight , the f ’pm 
about a program to expose the hardcore juvenile delinquents to what life (Can one call it 
"life"!) is really like inside the Big House. If the statistics serve us truthfully, there 
is a strong indication that exposure to the really tough guys convinces a lot of the teeny- 
bopper amateurs that maybe it might be best after all to go home to Mommy and back to school, 
where they clearly belong. We're told that Bishop Police Chief Fred Coburn, lacking facili¬ 
ties to take the kids to a penitentiary, has acquired a copy of the film, and that he shows 
it around to any who have the intestinal fortitude (and detachment) to view it. 

RE FORTS HAD IT THAT THE DOC HAD PACKED UP AND HEADED FOR (Take your pick) Afghanistan, Haw¬ 
aii, India, Europe, etc., etc. But the "fact" is (at last report) that Robert Marvan, a 
Bishop MD for some time, has done nothing more exotic than to return to school at Santa Bar¬ 
bara. 


STILL MORE FILM CREWS HEADING FOR INYO. This week the news service will be hosting a PBS 
crew covering the water issue - and still another crew shooting a documentary on the same 
issue. Call it the lady's revenge, if you will; I've been encouraging and promoting these 
film-makers and producers to do these stories (that will be seen by millions), ever since 
DWP got me fired from a little radio broadcast (with only a few hundred listeners) three 
years ago."Hell hath no fury like....." 

•5HH* 


BUT MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY 

0 


- Sincerely, 
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Earlier in the day m 
t^e haloon had sail-wjp K 
ed serenely in Bishop 's\ 
calm air. Sawn later 
went to Mammoth. 


Secured by 
ropes and 
local vol¬ 
unteers, 
Sawn was 
dragged 
across the 
ground in 
the bal- 
oon 1 s gon¬ 
dola . He 
quickly ab 
orted the 
flight. A 
game try. 


eastern sierra newsservice 


JOHN HESTON INDEPENDENCE CALIFORNIA 

BENETT KESSLER 


rt yyO OO^V »*** 


By the time they had the 
big bag out of its can¬ 
vas cover (above). Sawn 
and his helper , Coors 
Sales Representative Jer¬ 
ry Traurig, knew it would 
not work; too much wind. 
But they fired up the 
propane burner that gen¬ 
erates even more hot air 
than an advertising gim¬ 
mick, and - momentarily, 
at least - it swept Pi¬ 
lot Sawn 
a lof t. 


Vignette: 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


This was no r trial bal- 
oon u promotion the V R 
people at Coors were 
sending up; it was a 
real one . And that of 
course (of Coors?) re¬ 
quired certain condit¬ 
ions - like no wind . 

The wind came up, but 
Coors Baloonist Nick 
Sawn gamely tried to 
get it off the ground 
for the collection of 
news and television 

cameramen 
gathered 
at Indep¬ 
endence . 
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